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▪ 66% of women said they expect to buy a home compared to 71% of men

▪ 54% of women had to make changes to afford the rent/mortgage compared to 47% of 

men

▪ 47% of female renters spent more than one-third of their household income to pay for 

rent compared to 36% of males; and it’s especially different among Boomer female 

renters to male (48% vs. 30%)

▪ 63% of female owners are satisfied with their owning experience compared to 58% of 

males 

Summary of Key Findings
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72%
75% 75% 75%

71%
74%

71%

66%
63% 61%

66%
64%

67% 66%

Sept. 2016 Mar. 2017 Aug. 2017 Feb. 2018 Aug. 2018 Apr. 2019 Aug. 2019

Overall

Male Female

n=1,413 n=1,470 n=1,343 n=1,394 n=1,277 n=1,309 n=1,232

n=1,778 n=1,723 n=2,053 n=1,702 n=1,774 n=1,954 n=1,958

Q: For your next residence, do you expect to…?

66% of women said they expect to buy a 

home compared to 71% of men

Men

Women

% To Buy
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83%
87% 85% 86% 84% 85%

80%

77% 78% 79%
84%

80% 79% 79%

Sept. 2016 Mar. 2017 Aug. 2017 Feb. 2018 Aug. 2018 Apr. 2019 Aug. 2019

Married

Male Female

n=853 n=965 n=906 n=905 n=800 n=787 n=724

n=1,070 n=974 n=1,189 n=1,007 n=1,066 n=1,200 n=1,174

54% 56% 58% 61%
54%

62% 60%

48% 49% 46% 49% 47%
53% 52%

Sept. 2016 Mar. 2017 Aug. 2017 Feb. 2018 Aug. 2018 Apr. 2019 Aug. 2019

Single

Male Female

n=560 n=505 n=437 n=489 n=477 n=522 n=508

n=708 n=749 n=864 n=695 n=708 n=754 n=784

Q: For your next residence, do you expect to…?

Married Women and Men Have the Same 

Purchase Expectation

Men

Women

Men

Women

% To Buy
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53%

45%

70%

52%
46%

66%

54%
47%

69%

Total Owner Renter

Women

Aug. 2018 Apr. 2019 Aug. 2019

n=2,387 n=2,439 n=2,468 n=1,659 n=1,662 n=1,588 n=684 n=741 n=839

46%
41%

59%

50% 48%

56%

47%
40%

64%

Total Owner Renter

Men

Aug. 2018 Apr. 2019 Aug. 2019

n=1,653 n=1,600 n=1,544 n=1,257 n=1,202 n=1,127 n=375 n=377 n=394

Q: Over the past two years, which of the following have you ever had to 

do to be able to afford your current monthly rent/mortgage?

% Making at Least One Change 

More Women Consistently Make Changes to 

Afford Housing Payments

54% of women (compared to 47% 

of men) have had to make 

changes to afford the 

rent/mortgage
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65% 71% 64%

35% 29% 36%

Mar. 2017 Apr. 2019 Aug. 2019

Men Renters

Less than 33% Greater than 33%

n=426 n=304 n=336

57% 61% 53%

43% 39% 47%

Mar. 2017 Apr. 2019 Aug. 2019

Women Renters

Less than 33% Greater than 33%

n=543 n=547 n=639

Q: Approximately what percentage of your total household income after 

tax do you pay in rent/mortgage payments excluding utility bills and 

other fees?

*Percentages exclude Don’t Know or Not Applicable responses.  

Women Renters Are More Cost Burdened Than 

Men Renters
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65% 68%
55%

35% 32%
45%

Mar. 2017 Apr. 2019 Aug. 2019

Women Renters: Married

Greater than 33%

Less than 33%

n=238 n=279 n=300

52% 56% 51%

48% 44% 49%

Mar. 2017 Apr. 2019 Aug. 2019

Women Renters: Single

Greater than 33%

Less than 33%

n=305 n=268 n=339

67% 76% 69%

33% 24% 31%

Mar. 2017 Apr. 2019 Aug. 2019

Men Renters: Married

Greater than 33%

Less than 33%

n=207 n=133 n=146

64% 68% 62%

36% 32% 38%

Mar. 2017 Apr. 2019 Aug. 2019

Men Renters: Single

Greater than 33%

Less than 33%

n=219 n=171 n=190

Q: Approximately what percentage of your total household income after 

tax do you pay in rent/mortgage payments excluding utility bills and 

other fees?

*Percentages exclude Don’t Know or Not Applicable responses.  

Single Women Have Continually Been More 

Burdened By Rent
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69% 74% 70%

31% 26% 30%

Millennials (23-38) Gen X (39-54) Boomer (55-73)

Men Renters

Less than 33% Greater than 33%

n=213 n=144 n=192

62% 53% 52%

38% 47% 48%

Millennials (23-38) Gen X (39-54) Boomer (55-73)

Women Renters

Less than 33% Greater than 33%

n=487 n=288 n=296

Q: Approximately what percentage of your total household income after 

tax do you pay in rent/mortgage payments excluding utility bills and 

other fees? (Apr-Aug 2019)

*Percentages exclude Don’t Know or Not Applicable responses.  

Older Women Renters Are More Cost Burdened 
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58%

56%

60%

55%

49%

63%

60%

61%

57%

59%

Your overall owning experience

The community in which you live.

The home in which you live.

Your overall quality of life.

Your current commute to work

Overall Owners

Male Female

Men n=1,202

Women n=1,662

Q25 In general, how satisfied have you been with...

(Apr-Aug 2019) 

Women Owners Are More Satisfied With Their 

Owning Experience, Community and Commute 

to Work


